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MARLENE DOBKIN de RIOS, Ph.D., a medical anthropologist and Associate Clinical 
Professor of Psychiatry at the University of California, Irvine, has conducted extensive 
funded fieldwork with plant hallucinogens among contemporary populations of 
South America.  She is author of Hallucinogens: Cross-cultural Perspectives, Visionary 
Vine: Hallucinogenic Healing in the Peruvian Amazon, and Amazon Healer, as well as 
more than 200 articles and book chapters. 
 
HARRIET de WIT, Ph.D., Director of the Human Behavioral Pharmacology Laboratory 
at the University of Chicago, is an established researcher in the psychopharmacology 
of mood-altering drugs.  She has served on several federal committees on the 
research and regulation of drugs, as well as on editorial boards of scientific journals in 
this field. 
 
ROBERT JESSE serves as President of the Council on Spiritual Practices, which sponsors 
research on primary religious experience and its consequences.  He has studied the 
issue of psychoactive substance use in religious settings from historical, religious, 
legal, and cultural perspectives. Through CSP, he has sponsored the drafting of a 
code of ethics for spiritual guides. 
 
ROLAND R. GRIFFITHS, Ph.D., Professor of Behavioral Biology and Professor of 
Neuroscience at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, is a distinguished 
research psychopharmacologist who also has a strong interest in spiritual practices. 
 
RALPH W. HOOD, Ph.D., has extensive experience in test development and scientific 
assessment of religious experiences.  He is senior author of the textbook The 
Psychology of Religion: An Empirical Approach, is a past Editor of the Journal for the 
Scientific Study of Religion, and a past President of Division 36 (Psychology of 
Religion) of APA. 
 
HERBERT D. KLEBER, M.D., is Professor of Psychiatry and Director of the Division on 
Substance Abuse Research at Columbia University College of Physicians and 
Surgeons.  He was Deputy Director for demand reduction under Bill Bennett in the 
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, and he has been involved in 
treatment and research on drugs of abuse, including the hallucinogens, for over 35 
years. 
 
CHARLES R. SCHUSTER, Ph.D., has had a distinguished career in the field of 
psychopharmacology.  Among many other credentials, he was Director of the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse under presidents Reagan and Bush, former Editor of 
Clinical and Experimental Psychopharmacology and Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 
and President of the College on Problems of Drug Dependence. 


